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The ECOSAL ATLANTIS project came to an end on the 31st of August this year. This is just an administrative end. Afterwards, the project partners, along with all the other organizations that have been associated with the project all this time will continue to promote the traditional Atlantic salt works along the Route "Traditional Saltmaking: the Atlantic Route".

Over the three and half years of the project we have debated common strategies intensely, we have overcome many obstacles, arrived at agreements after occasional disagreements, we established synergies and promoted the salt works and saltpans of the Atlantic in many different forums, we worked hard to research, appraise and create inventories of these unique salt sites. We conducted joint training activities, organized work sessions, conferences and workshops on the world of salt, we thought about what guidelines should be followed to manage the natural and cultural heritage of these sites and examined their tourism potential. In all, we enhanced the value of the traditional salt works of the Atlantic and promoted their conservation and understanding.

As a result of this project, co-financed by European Union funds, we achieved many tangible results, some are very prominent such as the web portal with information on Atlantic salt works heritage (which includes both geographic data and cultural heritage associated with traditional saltpans) or the complete monograph on the Atlantic salt works or even the guidelines for eco-tourism, based on extensive studies and field work ... and also the Route.

From now on it will not be just us who started the ECOSAL ATLANTIS project, but also other organizations that have come to know the work of the partners and the results of the project. Together we will endeavour to develop the tourism potential of these unique Atlantic sites, whose heritage we have shared for centuries.

We must inevitably name the partner organizations that made this project possible: Ecomusee du Marais Salant (Ilha de Ré, France), Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique (DR17) – Geolittomer - Universidade de Nantes (France), Communauté de communes Océan – Marais de Monts (Le Daviaud, L´Ecomusée du Marais Vendéen, France), Communauté de communes de l´ile d´Oléron (França), Cap Atlantique -  Musée Intercommunal des Marais Salant (France), ACASI (Spain), ANDANATURA (Spain), Bournemouth University (UK), Universidade de Aveiro (Portugal), Câmara Municipal de Aveiro – Museu da Cidade (Portugal), Câmara Municipal de Rio Maior (Portugal), Câmara Municipal de Figueira da Foz (Portugal) e Diputación Foral de Alava (leader of the project).

August will mark the end of one cycle and the beginning of another period for the common strategy of promoting and enhancing the traditional salt pans of the Atlantic. The END of a period and the BEGINNING of another.
BELEN ESCOBAR SOCA
General Coordinator of the project ECOSAL ATLANTIS 
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